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DR JEREMY STRONG, Head of Higher Education 
at Writtle College, is the new Chair of the 
Association of Adaptation Studies. Having 
previously been Secretary of the association, created 
in 2006, he will serve for three years. 

Adaptation Studies examine the ways in which 
stories are adapted between media, including 
novel-to-film but also TV, radio, computer 
games, biography, new media and 
art. 

“It is a great honour,” said 
Dr Strong. “Having done my 
PhD in this area, it is 
pleasing to be heading up 
a thriving association, 
many of whose names 
are to be found in the 
bibliography of my 
thesis! We achieved 
charitable status this 
year, a key milestone, 
and Adaptation – the 
journal started in 
2008 – goes from 
strength to strength.” 
It is a peer-reviewed 
journal published by Oxford 
University Press. Dr Strong 
serves on the editorial board. 

Otters have returned to Writtle College 
estate after an absence of many years, to 
the joy of conservation lecturer Alan 
Roscoe, who has found their droppings, 
or spraints.

“They’re not the most glamorous 
thing to get excited about,” confesses 
Alan, “but it does prove one of our 
best-loved mammals is back.” 

Otters suffered huge declines across 
Britain in the early and mid parts of last 
century, but are making a comeback, 
aided by cleaner water and conservation 
projects. 

Alan is a fan. “Otters are fabulous 
creatures, but we also think they carry 
out an important role in the 
conservation of their cousin, the water 

vole. Water vole on the College estate 
disappeared about seven years ago, about 
the same time we started seeing 
American mink, which eat vole. 

“But otters, which are close relatives 
of the mink, are bigger and heavier and 
we think they may drive the mink out of 
the area, leaving it safe for water vole 
again.” 

Sadly, Alan says otters are shy, and 
active at night, meaning most people will 
never see one. “But just to know they are 
back is a great!” says Alan.

◆ Alan writes a monthly column in 
the Essex Chronicle called Nature 
Around Us, featuring topics like 
swallow migration and fungi.
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